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The Evolution of a
Junior Debater

The start of my journey

Back in January, | began a wonderful learning journey
when | joined the English Debating Team.

When | first attended the debating
meetings, | was quite unfamiliar with
everything surrounding me.

learning experience

The second debate came. | was invited to be one of the
debaters, and | faced real challenges.

This was the first time | realized that
doing my part alone was not enough

to be successful, and that debate was
about teamwork and cooperation.

After generating what we thought were enough ideas,
we started to write the speeches. Again, though, we
encountered a problem — the points of the first and the
second speakers overlapped. Why hadn’t we worked
together more closely? When we were told to do
research, | simply copied information down straight to
my speech. When Mr. Alpert told me that this was not
enough, | felt a little discouraged, and wondered how
debating could be so different in secondary school.

1B Chu Hui Chun, Andrew

My transformation

Then | changed my |4k

learning attitude. e 1 . -"I/J ﬂ‘![UHHh

Instead of copying
| | T |
blindly, | started to jot g

down the main points ||| -,é
of my research, and \
elaborated on them I
in my speech. Our /
team’s other tutors [ ‘_=__
also helped us polish r.—'

our speeches to make Ai '-?

them more convincing. %é&?%@m@mw

The contest journey was not plain sailing. On the contest
day, | was nervous, but my supportive teammates advised
me to be calm. | calmed myself down and finished
my speech. Then, after the exciting debate, the judge
announced: the winner was the Negative side!! | was very
overjoyed, and so were my teammates. | felt so lucky to
win as a novice debater.

In the wake of that first debate, | have
come to realize that debate is as much
about listening and thinking as it is
about reading and writing, and | hope
to keep developing as a debater.
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PLHKS Female Warriors

—Team Efforts in ‘Girls Get Equal’

Youth Conference 2020/21

5D Kasey Chan, Toby Lai and Stephanie Luo

B an, S
‘GIRLS GET EQUAL’ YOUTH CONFERENCE

This year, we participated in the ‘Girls Get Equal’ Youth Conference 2020/21 hosted by City
University of Hong Kong and the Plan International Hong Kong.

We participated in this youth conference because our
English teacher, Ms Tam, encouraged us to express
opinions on girls’ global issues. When we learned that
our application was submitted, we were thrilled, as the
topic “Girls Get Equal” was fascinating.

We experienced many challenges before we were
selected as a conference team. First, we did research
on global issues impacting girls, and submitted position
papers. Then we attended a 30-minute interview in
which we had to do a presentation, in English, on gender
equality. With Ms. Tam’s unfailing support and help, we
pushed our own limits and did a great presentation.

Not only has our English speaking
been improved, but we were ready
to voice out our opinions. Finally, we
were selected to participate in the
Youth Conference as a team!

4

Our learning process

During the workshops, we learned about how
to build a successful and effective campaign on
social media from Ms. Anita Lam, the Head of
Industries Facebook Greater China. In addition,
we learnt about the marketing demographics of
Plan International Hong Kong’s Facebook (FB) and
Instagram (IG), which gave us more insights into
how to create our social media campaigns to reach
the target audiences.

At the beginning, we were confused when we
received the conference presentation topic

“Trafficking in Nigeria”. We knew very little about

this topic and Nigeria. Therefore, we visited the
United Nations websites, and read tons of articles
and reports to dig deeply into the issue.




It was shocking, to discover how prevalent human trafficking is in Nigeria! As we

dug deeper, we found out that, patriarchy, oppression and Europe’s demand for
illegal girls’ labour are the real root factors that contributed to the trafficking issue.

Social media campaig

We started to brainstorm the content of the social
media campaign quite early, but we were bewildered.
Consequently, we came up with a captivating idea,
to create a comic! We learnt that division of labour
is an efficient way to complete a project. Kasey was
responsible for creating the framework. Toby colored
the illustrations. Stephanie added the text. By doing
so, we created the comic and submitted it to the
conference. Surprisingly, our team came out in the top
three schools! What's more, our campaign was posted
on Plan International Hong Kong’s Facebook and
Instagram in hopes of raising awareness of the issue of

.
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Comics addressing girls trafficking-

Our campaign objectives were to grow post awareness,
increase engagement in content value, and generate
dialogue.

As a consequence, we fully utilized the post and
the resources of the campaign. We reached out to
influencers and KOL’s, including feminist influencers
like lja Mayrock, Zhong Mingxuan, Coffee Lam,
Cynthia Wong, and Agnes Wong. We sent our
posts and messages to them in an attempt to gain
greater attention from the public. It was a valuable
experience for us, as rarely could we learn so much in
a classroom.

What we have gained

We share a sense of urgency in fighting for female
empowerment and gender equality. We believe every
girl should have the right to live with dignity. We uphold
this belief and move our feet as quickly as possible for
the next step of humanity. Every little step towards an
equal world counts.

Going from zero to 10 to 100 is
absolutely not an easy task. However,
we did it! Despite the fact that
broadening our horizons is an endless
journey, we will continue to work hard.

RUHKS|TeamwithJToby]Uai,[Kasey/Chan{Stephanie|Lluo
We hope the public can recognize the seriousness of trafficking of girls,
and learn more from our investigation into the matter of human trafficking
in Nigeria.

By joining the youth conference, we came out of our
comfort zones. We met talented students from other
schools and we shared our feelings and perceptions on
the topic.

Although we are not the best, we want to take the
initiative to improve and become stronger. We have
learnt that if you want to understand an issue in depth,
begin with the true stories.

Our belief to right the wrongs of
gender injustice is “One post, one
story, one change; one change, one
life; one life, one dream”.
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performing a dramatic duologue.

I have been joining the dramatic duologue since | was in S1. When | was still in primary school, |
had some exposure to drama and developed a passion in it. Fortunately, PLHKS has provided
chances for us to join drama competitions, which has led me to the four year experience of

_

From partnership to friendship

Dramatic duologue is all about partnership. We need great
cooperation with each other. Each group only includes two
people, so we must fix problems and practice together,
which requires spending plenty of time together. We learnt
to cooperate and collaborate, despite difficulties. The most
precious thing | accumulated was the friendships; the
prizes were secondary.

Improving my English

Apart from that, this training greatly improved my English.
The change from Chinese-language teaching to full-scale
English teaching was one of the tasks | struggled with in
junior form. Throughout the training, | spent a massive
amount of time reading English scripts and fiction, even
some literary work like the Shakespearean sonnets. It
enriched my vocabulary and allowed me to learn a bit of Old
English. My confidence in speaking English also developed,
and my English learning has been more effective.

From speech to stage performance

Within the dramatic duologue training, my overall
knowledge has become most advanced. | have learnt the

soul of drama performance. Drama is not only acting, but
an art of expression. Every tone of voice, body gesture,
facial expression or even deep breath, could alter the
entire meaning of a line. To grasp the skill, my partner
and | would watch various performances. We learnt the
appropriate way to express ourselves on the stage, which
also helped my daily interaction with people.

Thanks for my teachers

Thanks to the assistance of Ms. Wong and Mr. Tsin,
we delivered some nice performances in the dramatic
duologue competitions.

Thank you Ms Wong for her training

| was touched to get prizes when remembering the tough exercises we have
had. | am truly grateful to have had the chance to join this event. The dramatic

duologue will always be my first recommendation for school activities.
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Performance is my Life

Performance features prominently in my life. | liked
to express myself to the others when | was still small.
Therefore, since my kindergarten age, my schedule
was filled with drama activities, dancing courses and
uncountable art events. Still, drama is my premier interest.
| am glad that the school invited me to join the dramatic
duologue, which has become an annual event for my
secondary life.

Improving my speaking through
dramatic duologue

My speaking was poor, though | liked to talk. People didn't
understand my words, as my speeches' organisation was
chaotic. During the practice of dramatic duologue, | learnt
the application of plenty of oral skills. | am now more
confident to speak to the public, and have even become

active in school.
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Training is important

Furthermore, | understand much more about stage
performance since undergoing the training. At the
very beginning, | thought that drama is only about
acting stuff, and the performers were the essential
ones. This is only partly correct, though. In fact, a
director and audience are also indispensable in a
performance. During the dramatic duologue training,
we are required to serve in these roles. As a
director, | learnt to make use of the stage to present
a scene according to the script. When | put myself
in the role as an audience member, | watched our
performances and thought about the defects we
must change. It is never easy to do it well, and
therefore the preparation time of the performance

would always take a few months.

| feel lucky to join this activity as | literally accumulated more than | expected. It
has been such a honour for me to receive prizes within these four years. | must
give my gratitude to all of the teachers that helped us a lot. //
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